444                            THE MEMOIRS OF
March L I was told by a lady who was entrusted by King James with some seals and jewels, that the King had written to her to put them into the hands of a person whom he had sent for them; and .showing me his letter, I found it was dated the 17th of February stilo now, as also that he therein expressed his setting forward for Ireland the day following, and that he depended iipon his old friends to stand by him. She told me further that the King of France had furnished him with a great treasure and 6,000 Swiss Protestants ; that he intended to go through Ireland for Scotland, to call a Parliament there, instead of the intended convention; to march for England, and to put himself entirely into the hands of a Protestant interest; that she had a friendship for my Lord Privy Seal, and had a mind to open herself to him if she might do it safely. I promised to speak to his lordship that night, and to tell her more afterwards.
Having an opportunity, I was as good as my word. I confess I was cautious of speaking too broad, but I said enough to let him understand that the chief motive the lady had to speak to him was to inform him of something that might be for his own as well as the public service. Upon this he began to be freer with me than usual upon this chapter; and when I told him, in general, that great designs were on foot, he said he believed it; and that though men were in the present interest, it was not discretion to venture too far; that if things were as I said, it was safe to carry fair to those of that party, and to let some know that he spoke always very respectfully of King James, for it might come to blows. He should be glad to meet the lady at my house when she pleased. He said, however, all the care that could be taken would be to prevent it. An army would presently be raised of 20,000 men. All suspicious persons would be secured, for the Parliament would give the King power to imprison whom he pleased, and to keep them secure till they could come to